miner, I dig further and further, and fall into fresh pits. I will know, I shall believe ! I know already and I believe ! Ah ! if you would ! If you were reasonable enough to postpone your political life, to wait until you enter the Scole and come to work with me ! I do not yet despair of it; you write to-day as one who is sick in body and mind. And why accuse me of being a speculative dreamer ? Do you believe that I wish to devote my whole life to pure Science ? Action will have its share, but in its proper time, and, when I know how to act, Social Philosophy will be for me a commentary and a corollary of the Philosophy of History and Metaphysic. Do you not know that that is how M. Proud'hon, the great Socialist, began, and that his Bank jor the People is but the scientific conclusion from a demonstration ?
One word more : it hurt you much to hear your young friend say, "Whoknows but that on my death bed I shall ask for a priest ? " With your plausible and vacillating opinions, are you sure that you will not do likewise ? Do not laugh. M. G-ratry, one of the most distinguished students of the Ecole Polytechnique, who obtained the prize for Philosophy at the Concours, and who for a long time was a passionate adept of St. Simon, has become a Catholic Priest. He is now our Chaplain.
It is terrible to think of, is it not ? Dare you, after that, reject Philosophy, and refuse to seek its demonstrations ? As long as that invincible breviary, the geometry of things, is not on your table, I will answer neither for you nor for
62a Materialist or a Socialist; I know what you are, and you will not delude me. You are a Sceptic, and your present belief is merely provisional.
